Russian Politics and Government

Preface.
Table o Contents.

Part I. Russia: Continuity and Change
Chapter 1. Studying Russian government and politics

Why we study Russia
Size and geopolitics.
Military power.
Economic Power.
Cultural hub.
Multi-ethnic state.
How we study Russia
Official Reports.
Statements, letters, and communiqués.
Eyewitness Sources.
Intelligence reports.
Surveys.
Views of Russia and its politics
Russia is an authoritarian state
Russia is a semi-authoritarian state
Russia is a hybrid state
Russia is a “sovereign democracy”
Domestic politics and views of Russia
Critical thinking about Russia
Emotions and judgments.
“Convenient” assumptions.
Multiple causes of events.
Political pressure.
Conclusion

Chapter 2. The Roots: The Russian Empire and the Soviet Union

Early Russian States
The Mongol Rule
Strengthening of Moscow
Russia as an Empire
Reforms of Peter the Great
Becoming a major power
The reforms of the 1860s-70s.
The Revolutions



The Revolution of 1905-07
The Revolutions of 1917
The events of February
The October Revolution

The Development of the Soviet State
The Civil War
Industrialization
Agricultural Policies
Government bureaucracy
Political repressions
Political mobilization
The Great Patriotic War

The Soviet Union during the Cold War
The Post-War Reconstruction.
The Thaw
The Stagnation

Critical Thinking
The imperial-moralistic tradition
The “unique experience” models
The Sovietologists

Conclusion

Chapter 3. The Soviet Transformation (1985-1991)

Why the reforms were necessary

The beginning of the transformation
Mounting problems

The rise of Mikhail Gorbachev

Attempts to revive the old system
Early steps

Perestroika and Glasnost
Opening up
Changes in the media
Reforming the Communist Party
Further political changes
Economic reforms
Weakening the federal system
Changes in foreign policy
Changes in the military

Unintended Consequences
Growing socioeconomic problems
Uncertainly and frustrations
Criticisms of foreign policy
A collapsing union
The awakening of the opposition



Democratic opposition
August 1991 coup
A summary: the reforms of 1985-1991
Critical Thinking: Assessing the reforms
International factors: the Cold War pressures
International factors: Imperial overstretch
Domestic economic and political factors
Domestic factors: the elites
Individual factors: The Gorbachev-Yeltsin struggle
Other explanations and theories
Conclusion

Part I1: Institutions and Elections

Chapter 4. The Executive Branch

Key developments
The Adoption of the Constitution
The Conflict
The President of the Russian Federation
Basic Functions
A case in Point. Biographies of two Russian Presidents
Presidential Administration (Executive Office)
The Security Council of the Russian Federation
The Government of the Russian Federation
Main responsibilities.
The Subjects of the Russian Federation
Russia as a Federal State
An Early Evolution of the Federal System (1991-2000)
The Consolidation of Executive Power
After the 1996 Presidential Elections.
Strengthening of the Executive Branch
Federal districts
The Reorganization of the Federation Council.
The Political Reform of 2004
An expanding bureaucratic machine
Local government
Critical Thinking about the Executive Branch
The executive power: The three stages of the evolution.
Authoritarian Transitions.
Sovereign democracy
Transitional power.
Conclusion



Chapter 5. The Legislative Branch

Key Developments
The 1993 Elections.
The 1995 Elections.
Parliamentary Elections of 1999 and 2003.
The reform of 2005.
Elections of 2007.
Constitutional Amendments of 2008.
The State Duma
Structure of the Duma.
The Duma Committees
Functioning of the Duma.
The Federation Council
Structure of the Federation Council.
Committees of the Federation Council.
Elections to the Federation Council.
Functioning.
The Duma and the Federation Council: Joint functions and procedures.
Critical Thinking about the Legislative Branch
A weak legislation branch
Legislative elections: are they democratic enough?
Conclusion

Chapter 6. The Judicial Branch and Justice Administration

Key Developments
The Federal court system
The trial system
The Constitutional Court of the Russian Federation
Court’s functioning
Court rulings
The Supreme Court
The Supreme Court structure
Court decisions
The Supreme Arbitration Court
Russian Criminal Code
Structure of the Criminal Code
The Prosecutor's Office
Purpose of the Office
Structure
A case in point. The Investigative Committee
of the Prosecutor’s Office Ministry of Justice
Law Enforcement: Ministry of the Internal Affairs



Critical Thinking about Russia’s Legal System
How independent is the system?
It is too, “work in progress”
Conclusion

Part I11: Political Behavior, Participation, and Communication

Chapter 7. Political Parties

Key Developments
The first stage: discovery
The second stage: growth
The third and fourth stages: consolidation and centralization
On Russian Political Terminology
The spectrum of political attitudes
“Left” and “right” distinctions
Major Political Parties
United Russia
The Liberal Democratic Party
The Communist Party
Just Russia
Other political parties
Critical Thinking about Parties and Elections
The developmental approach
The authoritarian views
The nationalist platform.
Populism.
The powerful elites view.
Conclusion

Chapter 8. Presidential and Parliamentary Elections

Key Developments
Early democratic elections
Elections in the Soviet Union
Parliamentary elections
The 1993 Duma Elections.
The 1995 Duma Elections.
The 1999, 2003, and 2007 Election.
Presidential Elections
Presidential elections 1996: Populism and Fear.
Presidential Elections of 2000: Managing from Top.
The 2008 elections.



Critical thinking
Russian elections are democratic
Elections are problematic
The internal factors

Conclusion

Chapter 9. Political communications and mobilization

Key Developments
The Soviet period
Crucial Changes
Media Today
Television Networks
Newspapers
Radio
New Media
Strategies of Political Communication and Mobilization
What the government ignores
Sensitive issues
What the government promotes
Critical Thinking about Political Communications
Russia is like any other country.
Media is not free... like in other states.
Media is not free
Creative authoritarianism
Conclusion

Part 1V: Russian Policies
Chapter 10. Economic and Business Policies

Key developments

The reforms of the early 1990s.

The Crisis of 1998.

Growth of the 2000s.

Crisis of 2008-09

Government regulation of the economy.
Government regulation of the economy.

The Finance Ministry

Taxation and Tax Policies
Economic Strategies

Principles of economic policies.

The Energy Sector

Agricultural Policies



Foreign cooperation.
Politics and Big Business
Critical Thinking about Russia’s Economic Policies
Liberal or illiberal economy?
State Capitalism?
The “Controlled” Private Mass Media
Future developments.
Negative experiences
Conclusion

Chapter 11. Social Policies: Health, Education, and Housing

Key Developments
Health Problems and Population Decline
Health Care
Pensions
Housing
Education
Higher Education
Government Institutions
Key Ministries
Policy dilemmas
The National Priority Projects
National Health Project
National Education Project
College education
National Housing Project
Critical Thinking about Social Policies
Ideology-driven opinions
Pragmatic assessments.
Conclusion

Chapter 12. Foreign Policy

Key Developments
The War in Bosnia.
The NATO expansion.
Counter-terrorism and Chechnya.
The War in Afghanistan and Irag.
Nuclear arms talks with America.
The Georgia Conflict.
Foreign Policy Institutions
A Drief history.
The Ministry of Foreign Affairs.
Foreign Policy Concept



New concept under Putin.
Continuation under Medvedev.
Specific Policies
Former Soviet Republics.
The West.
Eurasia and China
Critical Thinking about Foreign Policy
Does Russia have enemies?
Strategic: Russia’s interests
Accommodating: Russia as part of the West
Choosing a tough line.
Looking for common ground
Conclusion.

Chapter 13. Defense and Security Policies

Key Developments
Soviet Policies
Changes during perestroika and after
Major challenges
The Commander-in-Chief
Defense Ministry of the Russian Federation
Structure of the Defense Ministry
Military draft
Military Policies
Military Threats
Geopolitics and mass military mobilization.
Nuclear Defense
An ongoing military reform
Arms sales
Federal Security Service
The Structure of the FSS.
Security Policies: Current Activities.
FSS Justifies its Role
External Intelligence Service
State Secrets
Counterterrorism Policies
Critical Thinking about Defense and Security Policies
Defense Priorities
Russian Militarism?
The Military Reform
Judging Security Policies.
Conclusion



Chapter 14. Summary and Conclusion
A brief tour back

Economy and economic policies

Social policies and dependency

Foreign Policy and Security

Government



